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Assistant Direcior for Operations 2 March 1949

Chief, FRIB
FEIB Comsmunications

REF. iMexorandum dated 1 Kovecber 1948, subject as above, to Executive for
MM, through ADO, from Chief, FBIB, with attached Memorandum of

Understanding

1. The above reference was reviewed and the service renderwd
by the London to Washington ATST ciroult was discussed with Colonel
W. T. Guest, Chisf, Army Comumnications Service, Department of the

Army, on 2 Xarch 1949. _
2. The salient featuves of this service have beens

se Outages to FEIB in the circuit have varied
from 41 to 84 hours per week due to equipment and power
failures, atmospherics, frequency changes, maintenance,
ard teleconferences, which have made it necessary for FBIB
to continue to use the London~Frankfurt(or Heldelberg)-
Washington Signal Corps eirecuit regularly, as well as %o
use %estern Union or commercial cables to a linited
extent.

be The total cost of Western Union and oconmercial
cable traffic filed since activation of the ATST circult

is approximately $7,700.

6es The average time lag in reeeipt in the FEIB
Washington office of copy from Caversham, England, when
there is no backlog has been redused from approximately
three hours to one hour.

d. The present commmic:ztions arrangement has also
enabled FBIE to increass signiflcantly its file from
london and Cairo, which averaged approxizately 44,000
words dally during February 1949.

¢, In general this arrangenent has greatly enhanced
the FEIB service and end product.

3. Inquiry was made of Colonel Guest concerning London to
Hashington communications, as followss

. new Heldelberg signal center an improve~
“ment over the [old Frankfurt center, or will it be by

X 1 July 1949, #nd can it handle FEIB traffic to and from

London withoull the use of the present direct eiﬁtb )

U @<l 8T 0 ged?y
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b. 1Is it neceasary or desiradls to contioms the
t and, if #0, to what extent would CIA

present arrangensn
be expected to participate financially?
L. Colonsl Guest advised substantially as follows:

& At present the Heidelberg ocenter is not an
irprovemsnt over the old Frankfurt installation. How-
ever, thers are still thres chanuels from Heldelberg
which are not inatalled and the center is in some other

not complete. It may ilmprove by 1 July 1349,
but this is not a certainty.

b. At the present time the Heidslberg center could
not handle all FBIB treffic and it is uncertain, but
doubtful, that it will be able to handle it by 1 July
1949,

G. Al this time it sppears highly desirable for the
Army to contime to lease the direct clircult to Londam,
but due to the limited use which the irsy makes of this
cireuit, it can be justified oniy as insurance against
breakdowns in thelr regular circuits. ithile this
insurance is desired, it would be too expensive for the
Arny to pay for alouns.

¢. Eudgeting plans of the Army Cossmnications
Service are not sufficlently firm at this tiue to permit
Colonel Cuest to state exactly what participation by CIA
would be neceassary.

d. Colonel Cuest suggested that we reexaxzine the
entire situstion on or about 1 May 1949, at which tice
the uncertainty in a, b, and g above could be resolved.,

5, Inquiry was also made of Army capacity to handle FBIB Far
East traffic, as followss

a. Colonel Guest was advised that we were considering
the possibllity of starting an interin operation on
Okinawa on or about 1 July 1949 which would eventually
produce a daily file of approxizately 20,000 words to
Tashington.

b. That it was our desire to send this traffic to
Washington by the most direct route, avelding the Tokyo
or ¥anila relay points if possible.
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6. Colonsl Cuest advised that there would be no difficulty in

handling our traffic from Okinaws by 1 July 1949 but it will probably
be necessary to file the traffic via Tokyo. Yo might at a later date

work out sowe neans of sending it direct.
7. It ie concluded thats

a. lio further action should be taken in connection
with the London to Washington traffic for fiscal year 1350
antil about 1 May 1949, at which time the entire problem
will be resxaxined. In all probability, howewer, it wiil
be desirable to continue the present conmunications setup,
in which case CIA will undoubtedly be asked by the Army to
besr a substantial share of the cost of the leased commercial
eircuit.

be Ho difficulty will be encountered in FEIB Far East
commmnications except that it will not be posslble initially
to awoid routing Okinsweroriginated traffic through Tokyoe
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